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Fairfax-Lee Hosts Holiday Party for 
Belvoir Warrior Transition Unit

Inaugural National AUSA Golf Invitational a “Joint” Success

T he idea for a golf 
tournament prior to the 
National AUSA meeting, 

which has been discussed for 
a few years, finally came to 
pass on Saturday, October 23 
as the Fairfax-Lee and George 
Washington chapters hosted the 
first-ever national AUSA Golf 
Invitational at Westfield’s Golf 
Club.

From the very beginning, 
the chapters worked as a 
“joint team” to make this a 
memorable and quality event 
and the results bore this out.  
The effort was spearheaded 
by the tournament director, 
Ms. Renee Lyles from HP 
who coordinated sponsors, 
participants, prizes, gifts, and 
other tournament details that 
go on behind the scenes.  
And Renee even managed to 
persuade the weatherman to 
order up a beautiful autumn 
day.

Gifts included golf shirts, 
ball repair kits and ball 
markers with the AUSA 60th 
Year logo, Fairfax-Lee chapter 
logo, and George Washington 

chapter logo; golf balls; and a 
tournament bag.

We were, indeed, fortunate 
to have General Dynamics 
as the title sponsor and 
several other key sponsors 
including AM General, 
CALIBRE, Cobham, DRS 
Technologies, FLIR, ITT, L-3 
Communications, L-3 MPRI, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
Skydex, and Veteran Corps of 
America.

The participants included 
the VCSA, GEN Pete Chiarelli 
and his wife Beth and other 
general officers; and several 
wounded warriors from both 
Walter Reed and Ft. Belvoir.  
Their participation really 
made the tournament special 
and highlighted the real goal 
of this tournament—raising 
funds for the chapters to 
support Soldiers and their 
families.

Gen. (ret) Gordon Sullivan, 
president of AUSA, arrived 
about 45 minutes prior to 
the start and visited with the 
golfers warming up on the 
practice putting green.  He 

also witnessed LT Matt Levine 
win the pre-tournament 
putting contest.  Following 
this, Gen. Sullivan officially 
opened the tournament with 
a few words of thanks for 
the sponsors and emphasized 
what the event meant to 
AUSA and the local chapters.

A total of 94 golfers enjoyed 
a wonderful day of golf on 

a beautifully manicured 
course under perfect weather 
conditions.  Of course, there 
were closest to the pin 
challenges on all par-3 holes 
and longest drives on one of 
the par-5 holes. 

To finish the day, all 
participants were treated to 

Santa takes requests from two young ladies during the Fairfax-Lee WTU holiday party 
at Fort Belvoir.

Tournament 
Results

Putting Contest (50-50) 
Matt Levine

Closest to the Pin
Peter Chiarelli, John Kefaliotis, 
Mike Barbero & Mike Delaney

Longest Drive
Joe Riddle & Renee Lyles

First Place Team
Todd Hunter, SMA Jack Tilley, 
Matt Levine & Renee Lyles

Second Place Team
Dan Bartlett, Tarah Miller, 
Bob Speer & Al Runnels

Third Place Team
Scott Crizer, Joe White, 

Mike Delaney & Chris Payne

T he Fairfax-Lee chapter was 
privileged to host its annual 
holiday party for the Fort 

Belvoir Warrior Transition Unit 
on 14 December 2010 at the 
Fort Belvoir Officers’ Club.  A 
total of 150 WTU members 
and their families attended the 
event marked by a superb meal 
prepared by the club staff, a 
visit from Santa Claus and door 
prizes, including wide screen 
TVs, X-Box game systems, iPods, 
and a host of other electronic 

gadgets on everyone’s Christmas 
list. 

According to Rick Morris, 
chapter vice president and 
director of this event, “This 
was our fourth holiday event 
for the Fort Belvoir WTU and 
probably our best to date.  It 
is a real honor to chair an 
event where all of the chapter 
officers and many corporate 
members contribute their 
time and treasure.”

Primary financial sponsors 

for the party included 
platinum sponsor Thales, FLIR 
Systems, Supreme Group, 
TASC, Cypress International, 
AUSA, DRS, Lockheed Martin, 
Hilton Springfield, General 
Dynamics, CALIBRE, L3  
MPRI, Saab North America,  
and Peduzzi Associates, LTD.  
In addition, thirty individual 
members made financial 
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Enjoying good golf on a gorgeous fall day are General Peter Chiarelli (left), the current 
Vice Chief of Staff Army and General (Retired) Gordon Sullivan, AUSA’s president and 
chief operating officer and Former Chief of Staff Army.
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contributions to the event and fifteen 
members were on-site at the officers’ 
club setting up tables, organizing 
gifts, taking photographs, registering 
attendees, and supporting the event 
in a variety of ways. 

COL Susan Annicelli, Commander 
of Dewitt Army Hospital and CPT 
Shaunta Hollingsworth, WTU 
Commander, welcomed guests to the 
party.   The cute seven-year-old 
daughter of one of the wounded 
warriors lead the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Dewitt Army Hospital and 
WTU chaplain, Maj. Bowden, gave 
thanks prior to the meal. 

In 2007, the Army created 35 warrior 
transition units (WTUs) at Army 
installations to fill a gap in support 
personnel for wounded Soldiers. The 
WTUs provide critical support to 
wounded Soldiers, who are expected 
to require six months of rehabilitative 
care and the need for complex medical 
management, and their families. The 
units have physicians, nurses, squad 
leaders, platoon sergeants, and mental 
health professionals. These leaders are 
responsible for making sure wounded 
Soldiers’ needs are met, their care is 
coordinated, and their families are 
taken care of.   

Learn more about Warrior Transition 
Units at www.aw2.army.mil/about/
transition.html.
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Mark Wise, Fairfax-Lee 
president presents 
a door prize to two 
attendees during 
the Fairfax-Lee WTU 
holiday party at Fort 
Belvoir.

WTU and Fairfax-Lee staff who participated in the recent WTU holiday 
party held at Fort Belvoir.

Among the many workers at the 
recent WTU party are (standing) 
CPT Shaunta Holllingsworth, 
Fort Belvoir WTU commander 
and chapter VP Rick Morris, and 
chairman of the holiday party 
and chapter president Mark 
Wise, and Andy Rivera. Seated 
(l-r) are Pamela Winn-Lovelace 
and Kathy Callahan

Base Camp Briefs is the quarterly newsletter of the George Washington and 
Fairfax-Lee Chapters of the Association of the United States Army. It is 
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GW Chapter Helps 
Wounded Warriors Get 
Into the Holiday Spirit

T he very cold weather could not 
lower the warm spirits and festivities 
that the George Washington chapter 

provided for the Wounded Warriors and 
their families at the Mologne House at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center on 
Wednesday, December 15.

This was the 6th “Wanna Be a 
Santa” holiday party 
hosted by the GW 
chapter.  Jennifer Blair, the 
Chapter’s Project HOOAH 
VP, did an outstanding job 
coordinating and directing 
the evening’s event 
for over 200 wounded 
warriors and their families 
and friends.  This will be 
the last holiday party at 
the Mologne House since 
its doors will close next 
Fall. We especially want 
to thank Peter Anderson, 
the general manager of the Mologne 
House for his support of this event 
from its inception.

In addition to the Wounded 
Warriors, many distinguished guests 
helped bring smiles and good cheer 
to the Soldiers.  These guests included 
LTG Bill Troy, Director of the Army 

Staff, LTG Bill Troy and his wife; Medal 
of Honor Winner, COL (ret) Barney 
Barnum; MG Carla Hawley-Bowland, 
Commanding General at WRAMC; 
LTG (ret) Bill Lennox and his wife 
Anne; LTG (ret) Roger Thompson; and, 
Jerry Kerr, founder of Segway4Vets 
for Vets, a non-profit organization 

that provides Segways 
to severely wounded 
Soldiers.  

In addition, several 
members of the George 
Washington chapter 
board of directors were 
on hand to help greet 
the Soldiers and their 
families, distribute gift 
cards, and provide needed 
support.  These members 

included Valerie Beall, 
Todd Hunter, Ed Dauksz, 
LTC Bobbie Williams, Glenn 

Yarborough, Peter O’Rourke, Tom 
Molino, and Ken Wanless.  

As has been the case at our 
previous holiday parties, the PENFED 
Foundation was instrumental 
in helping out.  Members of the 

GW HOLIDAY PARTY cont. on page 6

Santa and a very  
happy young girl



an awards banquet with prizes for 
closest to the pin, longest drives, 
the top three finishing teams, and 
raffle drawings for over $5,000 in 
merchandise.

When all was done, the chapters 
raised almost $45,000 to help 
Soldiers and their families.  We want 

to thank each and every sponsor 
and participant who made this 
inaugural event such a resounding 
success.

We plan to host the Second 
Annual AUSA Golf Invitational 
next year on Saturday, October 8, 
2011 at Westfield’s Golf Club.  We 
hope to see you there!
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CPS Professional Services Fairfax-Lee’s 
Corporate Member of the Quarter

T he AUSA Fairfax-Lee chapter 
is proud to welcome our newest 
corporate member, CPS Professional 

Services. CPS is a management consulting 
firm that provides advisory and support 
services in the areas of continuous process 
improvement, human performance 
consulting, strategic organizational 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
and program 
m a n a g e m e n t 
services. In a short 
period of time, CPS 
has become one 
of the most well 
regarded professional 
services firms specifically geared to serve 
the federal market with expert consulting 
resources. The firm’s clients include the US 
Army, Department of Defense, Department 
of Homeland Security, Department of 
Agriculture, and Union Pacific Railroad, 
among others. 

CPS is a service-disabled, veteran-owned, 

small business (SDVOSB) based in Fairfax, 
Va. that was founded in 2006. CPS is led 
by Phil Panzarella, who is a United States 
Military Academy graduate, class of ’79. 
CPS is committed to community service, 
and gives back through its support of the 
American Freedom Foundation and Easter 
Seals to support veterans and wounded 

warrior initiatives. 
Recently CPS part-
nered with Easter 
Seals to establish a 
$1,000,000 military 
veterans campaign 
to raise money for 
wounded Soldiers 

and their families. CPS has become an 
active participant with the AUSA Fairfax- 
Lee chapter and has been supporting our 
activities and chapter events to include 
sponsoring one of the chapter’s 2010 aca-
demic scholarships. 

Learn more about CPS Professional 
Services at http://www.cps-ps.com/

George Washington Chapter 2011 Scholarship Program

T he George Washington chapter 
2011 scholarship committee is in 
the early stages of devising this 

year’s scholarship plan and strategy.  
During fiscal year 2010, the chapter 
awarded $11,000 in scholarships.  The 
GWC AUSA scholarship committee will 
start accepting applications after 15 
January 2011.  

The scholarship program was 
established to provide recognition, 
inspiration, financial assistance and 

encouragement to our members and 
their families in “Keeping America’s 
Army Strong.” These awards are 
presented to outstanding members 
and family members enrolled in 
undergraduate or advanced degree 
programs. The chapter has two 
scholarship categories:

Category 1: Member Scholarships
Open to George Washington 

chapter members (enlisted, 
officer and civilian) pursuing an 

undergraduate or advanced degree.

Category 2: Family Member Scholarships 
Open to a child or spouse of a George 

Washington chapter AUSA member  
pursuing an undergraduate or 
advanced degree.

All applications must be 
postmarked by May 1, 2011. 
Scholarship eligibility criteria 
and application requirements 
can be found on the chapter web 

site at http://www.gwcausa.org/
Scholarship/index.htm

Mail applications and direct all 
questions and inquires to: 

Scholarship Committee 
ATTN: LTC Bobbie L. Williams

79 Brush Everard Court
Stafford, VA 22554 

or email: 
Bobbie.Williams@us.army.mil.

Good Luck and Keep Our Army Strong!

Fairfax-Lee Chapter  
Active at National Meeting

T he Fairfax-Lee chapter participated 
again in all aspects of this 
Army Family celebration—from 

co-sponsoring the First Annual Meeting 
Golf Tournament; participating on the 
Resolutions Committee; sponsoring the 
Belvoir Eagle Team and local USAREC 
HOOAH Tent at the Army 10 Miler; 
attending the chapter president’s dinner, 
Second Region Breakfast, and Reserve 
Component recognition meetings; 
to partaking in AUSA planning and 
professional development sessions with 
our Army and industry partners. 

The chapter was recognized by 
AUSA National for its outstanding 
work with the area’s Army 
organizations, Soldiers, and families 
as well as civilian membership. 

Fairfax-Lee was awarded streamers 
for President's Gold Club, Chapter of 
Excellence, Superior Chapter, Merit 
Chapter, Star Chapter, Support to 
ROTC, Year of the NCO and Largest 
Membership Increase in the Reserve 
Member category. Additionally, the 
chapter was cited as National Runner 
Up for Best Web Site, Best Chapter 
Support to Reserve Component, 
and Greatest Government Civilian 
Employee Membership. 

The chapter was also cited for 
national level performance in Largest 
Overall Membership category and Best 
Chapter Newsletter. Congratulations 
on another outstanding year by all 
involved. And the work continues... Fairfax-Lee chapter president Mark Wise (center) accepts the Superior Chapter award from (left) GEN Gordon 

R. Sullivan,USA Ret. and president & CEO of AUSA and Thomas W. Rabaut, Deputy Chairman & CEO of AUSA.

GOLF continued from page 1

LTG Sorenson’s team tees off on the 9th hole 
during the tournament.

The winning team: SMA (ret) Jack Tilley, SMG 
(ret) Todd Hunter, CPT Matt Levine, and Renee 
Lyles with the trophy presented by Ken Wanless.
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Each of the past several 
years as I’ve written this letter, 
I’ve asked that everyone 
keep our Army, Soldiers, and 
families in their thoughts 
and prayers.   This year is no 
exception.   The special men 
and women of our Army 
and their families deserve 
nothing less.   At a time of 
year when families around 
this country come together 

to celebrate the holidays, our 
Army families continue to 
endure separation, hardships, 
and yes, sometimes tragedy.  
Their selfless sacrifices inspire 
great respect and awe.   Our 
nation owes this generation 
of warriors and their loved 
ones a huge debt of gratitude 
for our safety, freedom, and 
liberties.  

Please take a minute to 

reflect on how you are 
honoring and supporting the 
Army family this year and 
ask if there’s more that you 
might be doing.   Season’s 
Greetings, Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year, and best 
wishes to all in 2011.

A s we prepare for the 
Christmas holidays and  
the end of 2010, it’s a good 

time to take a quick look in 
the rear view mirror at all that 
has happened over the past 12 
months.  

From a chapter perspective, 
we continued with our 
mission of supporting 
Soldiers and their families, 
especially the Soldiers who 
are recovering at Walter Reed 
from serious injuries.  We’ve 
made a huge difference in 
their lives and will continue 
to do so.  We’ve made many 
new friends along the way— 
Soldiers who are recovering 
from injuries and friends who 
have stepped forward to help 
in our efforts.  We’ve also 
said goodbye to a number of 
friends, some who have been 
discharged and some who 

have rotated and moved out 
of the area.  But we know, 
more new faces will arrive 
and step forward to take their 
places.

From the beginning of 
January through December, 
the chapter has been 
very successful—due to 
our outstanding board 
members—in reaching out to 
Soldiers and their families; 
planning for and raising 
funds; communicating with 
our members and national 
headquarters; setting up 
our luncheons and getting 
speakers; and all the other 
actions that are performed.  I 
want to thank each and every 
one of these volunteers.

During the year, the chapter 
has also initiated some new 
and, we hope, better ways to 
help Soldiers.  Our scholarship 
and recognition programs 
have been revamped and 
revitalized. We began a sub-
committee to find ways 
in conjunction with the 

Chamber of Commerce to help 
wounded warriors find jobs; 
and we recently completed 
the first AUSA National Golf 
Invitational.  It’s been a good 
year for moving forward.  And 
we will continue to move 
forward in 2011.

Of course, the holidays 
bring much good cheer, a 
chance to celebrate with 
family and friends, and a 
sense of joy, while the new 
year always provides a sense 
of renewal.  We thank each 
of you for your continued 
support and look forward 
to 2011 and continuing to 
support our Soldiers.  My 
best to you and yours for 
a wonderful holiday season 
and happy new year.
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Fairfax-Lee Chapter
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Chapter Events

25 December 2010                      
Merry Christmas

1 January 2011                      
Happy New Year 

26 January 2011                      
Last Wednesday

23 February 2011                   
Last Wednesday

                         REPORT FROM THE george washington Chapter President

Ken Wanless, President
George Washington Chapter

F-L Chapter Monthly Mixer

O n the last Wednesday of every month the Fairfax-Lee Chapter 
of AUSA hosts a reception at the Springfield Hilton hotel in 
Springfield, Virginia from 5 to 7 PM.   This informal gathering 

is a great opportunity to meet the officers and other members of 
your chapter to discuss upcoming activities, identify needs within 
the community, and determine where you can assist as we strive 
to support Soldiers and their families within the Fort Belvoir and 
greater Washington communities.   These events are intended to 
be fun, informal sessions with a cash bar, free appetizers and good 
fellowship. We encourage all to stop by on their way home from work 
and join the crowd! Because of the holidays, we will not hold this 
event in December, but look forward to seeing you 26 January 2010.

Coming from the North
Take I-395 South to exit ramp 1-B, Springfield.   Take exit 

169A, Franconia Road and turn RIGHT at the first light onto 
Loisdale Road. Turn RIGHT into the Hilton hotel parking lot 
at the Hilton sign.  Follow directional signs to the entrance.

Coming from the South
From I-95 North, take exit 169A Franconia Road (Route 644 

East).  At the first stop light make a LEFT onto Loisdale Road.  
At the next light turn LEFT onto Loisdale Court.  You will find 
the entrance to the Hilton hotel parking lot at the end of the 
court on your right.

Look for this sign in the Springfield Hilton and enjoy meeting fellow AUSA members 
and your chapter officers.

2010-11
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Chapter Events

25 December 2010                      
Merry Christmas

1 January 2011                      
Happy New Year

24-26 February 2011                      
AUSA’s ILW Winter Symposium 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Fairfax-Lee Chapter 
Supports Ft. Belvoir Family 
Appreciation Dinner

O n 2 November Ft 
Belvoir hosted a Family 
Appreciation Night as a 

kick-off to Military Family 
Month.   The AUSA Fairfax-Lee 
chapter once again supported 
this event by having a table 
with AUSA giveaways that 
entertained both parents and 
their children.   There was food 
and drink in addition to many 
activities to keep family members 
of all ages full and amused. One 
of the busiest sections was the 
face painting booth. Later in 

the evening COL John Strycula, 
Garrison Commander and 
CSM Gabriel Berhane, Garrison 
Command Sergeant Major, 
reconfirmed to the family 
members their support and 
dedication to ensuring that Ft 
Belvoir remains family-friendly 
to all who live on Ft Belvoir 
and those that use the facilities 
offered by the installation.  
They also recognized the AUSA 
Fairfax-Lee chapter for their 
continuing support to all on Ft. 
Belvoir.
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GW-AUSA Supports the 2010 American  

Gold Star Mothers Tour of Washington, D.C. 

F orty AGS mothers made 
the annual pilgrimage 
to Washington, D.C. to 

honor the memory of sons and 
daughters who served and died 
in the U.S. military, that this 
world might be a better place in 
which to live. 

The tradition started in 1936 
when President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt issued a proclama-
tion calling upon government 
officials to display the flag on all 
government buildings. He also 

asked all Americans to display 
the flag and hold appropriate 
meetings in their homes, church-
es or other suitable places on 
the last Sunday in September, as 
public expressions of the love, 
sorrow and reverence for the 
American Gold Star mothers. 

GW-AUSA was honored to 
again provide bus transportation 
for their tour.

On Saturday night, Veterans 
Affairs Assistant Secretary, 
Tammy Duckworth was the 

guest speaker at a dinner 
reception at the Hilton hotel 
in Tysons Corner, Va.  She 
supported and applauded the 
AGSM nationwide campaign 
to raise funds for the Fisher 
House at Dover AFB. She 
shared her personal story of 
how Fisher House enabled 
her husband to be close by 
while she was going through 
her long recovery and 
rehabilitation.  

To date the AGSM has 

raised $75,000 and expects 
to exceed that amount by 
the time Fisher House is 
dedicated.  

The AGS mothers visited 
the Vietnam Memorial to 
place yellow roses at the 
wall  where their sons’ 
and daughters’ names are 
engraved.  After saying a 
prayer and singing “God 
Bless America,” they boarded 
the bus and departed for 
Arlington National Cemetery 

(Section 60), where they laid 
tiny, lucite “Mother’s Tears” at 
gravesites.  

After lunch at AGSM 
Headquarters, they returned 
to ANC to participate in a 
formal ceremony outside 
the amphitheater officiated 
by guest speaker SM Carlton 
Kent. Following was a wreath 
ceremony at the Tomb of 
the Unknowns and open 
house reception at the AGSM 
Headquarters.
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Fairfax-Lee Corporate 
Appreciation Luncheon

T he Chapter's Corporate 
Appreciation Luncheon 
was held 3 Dec 2010 at the 

Hilton Springfield. Vice Adm. Al 
Thompson, Director of the Fort 
Belvoir-based Defense Logitics 
Agency was the guest speaker 
and provided an insightful 
briefing on the operations of 
the DLA world-wide. Admiral 
Thompson was accompanied 
by Command Sgt. Maj. Otis N. 
Cuffee, Senior Enlisted Leader 
of Defense Logistics Agency. 
The DLA is the Department of 
Defense's largest logistics combat 
support agency, providing 
worldwide logistics support in 
both peacetime and wartime 
to the military services as well 

as several civilian agencies and 
foreign countries and employs 
about 26,000 people.

Adm. Thompson's brief-
ing explained how the Agency 
sources and provides nearly 100 
percent of the consumable items 
America's military forces need 
to operate . . .from food, fuel 
and energy, to uniforms, medi-
cal supplies, and construction 
and barrier equipment. DLA also 
supplies about 84 percent of the 
military's spare parts. In addi-
tion, the Agency manages the 
reutilization of military equip-
ment, provides catalogs and 
other logistics information prod-
ucts, and offers document auto-
mation and production services.

Vice Admiral Al Thompson, left, was the guest speaker at the recent corporate appre-
ciation luncheon held at the Hilton Springfield in early December.

Reserve Component Support

T he Fairfax-Lee chapter was 
a proud sponsor of both 
the Army National Guard 

and Army Reserve HOOAH 
Tents at the recent Army Ten 
Miler race. Leaders from both 
headquarters expressed their 

appreciation for the support. 
Also, the chapter co-sponsored 
two Reserve Component holiday 
events during the holiday 
season. The Office, Chief Army 
Reserve (OCAR) holiday party 
was 11 December. Financial 

support from the chapter helped 
to defray the cost of the tickets 
for the enlisted personnel and 
their family members assigned 
to OCAR. We look forward to a 
strong relationship with OCAR 
as it relocates to a new building 

at Ft. Belvoir next September as a 
result of the BRAC action.

The Army National Guard 
(ARNG) readiness center's 
annual holiday party took 
place on December 17 at 
the readiness center which  

involved over 600 Soldiers 
and family members. These 
events provide support to 
the RC s.oldiers and family 
members during this special 
time of the year.

Upcoming 
Patriot 
Game at 
GMU

T he Fairfax-Lee chapter, 
AUSA, in partnership 
with the Intercollegiate 

Athletic Department of 
George Mason University, 
will sponsor the Fourth 
Annual Patriot Day men's 
basketball game. 

The game, between 
George Mason University 
and James Madison 
University, will be played 
on Saturday, February 12, 
2011, at 2:00 pm at the 
Patriot Center, in Fairfax, 
Va. 

This is a fundraising 
event for the Fairfax-Lee 
chapter. 

Tickets are $10. For 
every ticket purchased, 
GMU-ICA will donate 
$4 to the chapter which 
has earmarked the funds 
for the GMU-ROTC 
Scholarship Endowment 
Fund. Tickets not used 
by purchasers will be 
donated to the servicemen 
and servicewomen and 
their dependents in the 
greater capitol region. 

For more infor- 
mation, please go to: 
http://ausafairfaxlee.org/
GMBB.pdf.

Go Patriots!

foundation’s advisory board 
who were present included 
James Schenck, Kate Kohler, 
and Jim Gunlicks.  Also 
present from the foundation 
were Pauline Poh and John 
Dorn, who played Santa.  

Ray Schaible of LMI assisted 
in the night’s activities and 
provided a donation from 
LMI and several gifts for the 
Soldiers.  Additionally, the 
chapter received significant 
corporate contributions 
from Jane Aldous on behalf 
of COMTECH Mobile 
Communications and LTG 
(ret) Bill Lennox, on behalf of 
the Goodrich Corporation.

The highlight of the 
evening for the children was 
the arrival of Santa.  Right 
on cue, when the first notes 
of “Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town” were played by 

the quintet from the United 
States Army Band, “Pershing’s 
Own”, under the direction of 
MSG Harry Watters, Santa 
arrived on the scene to the 
wonderment of children and 
grownups alike. 

In anticipation of this event, 
Ken Wanless spearheaded a 
fundraising campaign that 
collected over $30,000.  As 
Ken is quick to point out, “The 
Chapter earmarks these funds 
to support our Wounded 
Warrior events.  These brave 
men and women have given 
so much to defend this great 
country and it is the least we 
can do to help support them.”  

The holiday party is truly 
a joint effort.  The Marine 
Corps’ “Toys for Tots” and 
AUSA national headquarters 
provided toys for the children 
while the chapter distributes 
gift cards and presents to all 
wounded warriors.

Throughout the evening, 

our distinguished guests and 
chapter members greeted each 
soldier and heard stories of 
personal courage, camaraderie, 
and the will to fight through 
whatever adversity faced by 
these wounded Soldiers.  By 
evening’s end it was apparent 
to all who were present that 
the determination, bravery 

and sacrifices of these men 
and women make the world 
a better place.  They are true 
heroes and patriots in every 
sense. 

It was a great event and 
a real example of the true 
meaning of the holidays—and 
one that George Washington 
chapter is proud to host. 

GW HOLIDAY PARTY  
continued from page 2

MoH recipient Barney Barnum, Jerry Kerr, and a family enjoying the GW chapter holiday 
party.
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GWAUSA Hosts “Odyssey” Cruise for Wounded 
Warriors and Their Families

On October 9, 2010, GWAUSA hosted 
a brunch cruise on the Odyssey III, 
one of six luxury cruise ships in the 
Entertainment Cruise Line.  Thirty 

Soldiers and their families enjoyed a 
buffet luncheon in the glass atrium 
dining room with spectacular views 
of the DC skyline. The cruise took us 

up river to Georgetown, around 
Haines Point, past Fort McNair 

and Bolling Air Force Base 
and safely back to the dock.

Base Camp Briefs
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Fairfax-Lee Chapter   
www.ausafairfaxlee.org

George Washington Chapter 
www.gwcausa.org

F airfax-Lee AUSA chapter was a 
sponsor of the Annual Fort Belvoir 
Octoberfest celebration, October 

1-3. The chapter supported the event 
financially and was represented at the 
ceremonial joint U.S.-German keg tapping 
that kicked off the annual activities. 

Chapter sponsorship was used to 
defray the cost of tickets for the 
enlisted personnel and their family 
members.  

Fairfax-Lee chapter representatives 
manned a booth and informed 
Soldiers and their families of the 
chapter's activities at Fort Belvoir, the 
AUSA annual meeting and family 
forums. The chapter also signed up 
new AUSA members. 

The chapter sponsors a number 
of events at Fort Belvoir to support 
recreational activities for the Soldiers 
and their families.

Oktoberfest Sponsorship

E ach year, tens of thousands of 
runners and spectators come to 
Washington, D.C. to join in Army’s 

annual 10-mile race to promote the 
Army, build esprit de corps, support 
fitness goals, and enhance community 
relations. The U.S. Army Ten-Miler 
proceeds support Army morale, welfare 
and recreation, a comprehensive network 
of support and leisure services designed 
to enhance the lives of Soldiers and their 
families. The race starts and finishes at 
the Pentagon, passing D.C. landmarks 
including the Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington Monument, and the Capitol 
building. 

The HOOAH Tent Zone is where 
Army units promote their commands 
and "Hooah Spirit" through displays. 
For the past few years, the George 
Washington chapter, thanks to 
sponsorship from members such as 
Harris IT Services and L-3 MPRI, has 
provided the food, beverages, and 
staff to support the Military District 
Washington's (MDW) JFHQ-NCR 

Hooah tent. Serving in the Hooah 
Tent Zone offers a big morale-boost 
for Army Ten-Miler participants and 
spectators, and is a great way to 
give back to our Soldiers and their 
families—in this case, with ever-
popular BBQ. Other tents serve up 
BBQ one year, but not the next 
because, though it is a crowd pleaser, 
it really is hard work!  

The GW AUSA tent is always a 
crowd-pleaser, with a long line that 
starts shortly after the first runner 
finishes, lured by the scent of BBQ, 
and lingers ‘til the last finger-lickin’ 
spoonful is served. This year, more 
than 100 lbs of Red Hot & Blue 
BBQ, plus cole slaw, potato salad, 
and beverages were served up at the 
October 24 event by loyal HOOAH 
tenters, CJ Jordan, Ed Dauksz, Glen 
Yarborough, Ken Wanless, James 
Montgomery, Anna Fox, William 
Byrd, Kyle Cormack and Kyle’s fiancé, 
Kris Swanson.

One of many smiling families who attended the 
recent MWR Belvoir Oktoberfest, sponsored in part 
by the Fairfax-Lee chapter. View more photos of this, 
and many other, MWR-sponsored events at www.
belvoirmwr.com/.

Kris Swanson and Kyle Cormack prior to serving more than1000 BBQ sandwiches at the JFHQ  HOOAH tent!

HOOAH Tent Zone!

visit our 
websites!


